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CALLAN. 

CAtxAtt, a small town, about eight miles from Kilken- 
ny, situate on a stream called' the King's River, was for- 
merly a place of note, possessing three castles, all now in 
ruins : the place in every other respect appears in the 
same dilapidated state to which it was reduced in the time 
of Cromwell A Friary for Augustinian Eremites was 
founded here, by James, father to Peter, Earl of Ormond, 
who died on the 16th of April, 1487, and was interred 
here. The tower and walls of this friary still remain ; and 
it is probable that the bones of the founder were laid in 
the wall, under two Gothic arches which yet stand near 
the east window. The nave of the churchy with its fine 
lateral aisles, still remains in -good preservation ; 'the choir 
is now the parish church i and the cemetery of the ■■found- 
er's, family, overgrown with moss arid ivy, adjoins the 
choir, 



ROMANCE OF IRISH HISTORY. 

THE liKlDAL. 

Co.urtstown Castle, the seat of the noble family ofGrace, 
whose proud towers are now ho more, and Whose power- 
ed lords are now mingled with the dust, and long have 
been forgotten, except hy the antiquary, and the casual 
eyo of the tourist, who in visiting the venerable cathedral 
ot* St. "Caniiice in Kilkenny, may cast a glance oh di- 
lapidated tomb of the Graces, with its marble statue^ and 
its rampant lion. Rudely as it iscarved on the unpolished 
marble, still it calls to mind the 'days in which the rude 
retainers dfthat tidhle house bore their lords, with all the 
pomp ffl feudal grandeur, through the lofty arches of tMt 
gloomy ; Etisle, to be gathere'cl'to their fathers, or when that 
rauipalft Ifon waved from the top of the keep of Courts- 
town^in definnce of all its ehemies, or fluttered over th%: 
heads of the soldiers of Grace in the last battle they ever 
fought for their country. The ancient banner of that an- 
cient house riever waved its silken folds on a more happy 
occasion than when the young and beautiful Catherine 
Archer' was to wetl the eldest son bf the Baron of Courts- 
town. The preparations for the coming bridal was the 
so!*: business Of the inhabitants of Coiirtstown for some; 
J. Hie.;" Nothing Was heard but the clang of craftsmen: 
erecting palisades, and the noise Of armourers repairing 
and making armour; white many a young heart beat high 
with the hope of distinction at the coming banquet, and 
many an aged minstrel was invited to lend his assistance 
at the nuptials of the youthful pair. 

Alas, poor mortals I how often, in the midst of splen- 
dour, pomp, and gaiety, would the heart fall, and the dance 
cease, and the rose leave the cheek of bead ty, and the tear 
rise m the laughing eye, and fall upon the breast throb- 
bing with grief, which but a moment before had been the 
abode of a 11 that could make it happy—if they but knew = 
what a week would bring lorth, ^ ..■■/ , 

The wished- for day at length arrived, and never did the' 
morning break over the hills of Tuilaroan With greater;; 
btv-tiity ami brightness, arid rievertliu! the "glorious lamp \ 
of heaven" shine with a- hi^hter light on the massive,? 
though elegant, lowers of Gdurtstown, than it. diddn ? lh$rj 
morning wll«ii-with light atid : merry 'heaW 
ld\ its ttohle domains, and kixtMd ' their hdrBe*s , ^heads f 
towaith. the walls of Kilkenny. 

ThK lofty round tower, which 'fbrnifc '% uchtj 'remarkable^ 
object in the same noble cathedral of ■8t.-GiiHtiic'e,-V?as al-| 
ready visible to the bridal [party ; h6r Were ili^y %ng till 
they reached its gates, where ; thety were -hiet^fe nidiiks ; 
of, St. Jo hn, by whose abbot the ceremcfhy w^it6 , he: ; pe'r- j 
formed. The gallant train wended slowly : 4hrbu$h ; thei 
gloomy arches of that ,spacms aisle, :VW<fih^i*t-4htft?tift|^f 
was the finest in Ireland, and which theUlorik-edtldublyi 
beautiful, as it was graced by a splendid wlriilow, sdbse-i 
quenUy demolished by the soldiers of Cromweil, hrthel 
tiiie spirit of tyrannical bigotry. The rays of the summer'; 
sun. glancing through the gorgeous and glUIell ; 3tfsh£s,| 
th.rtsw--.the reflection of its hriiimney or* .tli-e-tbl(l:iiii-liiffiit^ : - 
making the armorial bearings seem as if they had been: 
frt-ah coloiired by the hands of the artist, The cereiiiohyJ 
had commenced, and the Lord oi' Ormonde and the Gbhn^ 
d-e Burgess stood near the altar^ and seemed to regard th% 
proceedings with mora than common interest* 



" Without doubt, JDe Burgess," said Ormonde, "she is 
a lovely girl. Among all the beauties that surround her 
she seems to be the most beautiful." ' 

'* But 'why gets the bride so suddenly pale? Look 
Ormonde, look— see that foul raven on the bridegroom's 
bonnet;" and as he spoke, the bird^ of ill-omen flew up. 
wards, while its hoarse and croaking voice resounded 
among the arches, and entered its accustomed haunts in 
the lofts of the cathedral tower. This 'ominous event 
damped for a while the general mirth j but on the vene- 
rable abbot spedking a Mew encouraging woros^ano 1 he- 
stowing a^rvent-bfe^ing tin r ifoeydutfcMi0m,iQie:gG^ 
rahharmohy ^aVr^storea, 

Thesahhad hdt^yet : ldrig •passed 'its "meridiah, Hvhen tlte 
:party set but in gallant fffrruy for the castle of ^kehny, 
where "tefreshmerftswaffell fhem ; and as they rode along 
the high street bf'K;iikermy, niany an humble citizen left 
Imrbusin ess to ga^eon the passing train. 

The ! noble castle of .^ilken'ny^Ayhose^-ofcy^b^e'rs-tdA 
down in -the limpid witters "bftlie*' stubborn Wore," as if 
gazing at them owm^plenlldur, was noweuter^llf; sntllts 
lofty gateway never : ga T ve ehtrWce 'to a jriore hdble com- 
many . First r came We libra! -tif ! i*ttf dh.fe, t lie F Cdo rft 'Ik 
burgess, arid the ■Gitft ( ^ : ; 'thfeh 'fdfloWell, trijlorig^uccies- 
sion, "the ; %eetfnabi -the JFit%er)jj{l, :t'he ttdr^ftili, % 
Sbbrtal, aricl : nurnef bite *df hCrs. The <Ibr% "Mhd splendid 
gaf lery, iJhe heatftifiil tMve'rs, Utiil ^He ^ttdble^llfew^ 1*% e 
each admired ; ana 1 after fee ha'ntjiie't, in -W H t c!h ^t If e • n ^ til e 
Sutler had vied wfth r lhe fpVihctiEy '(Srace 'fn/ttbspihy, 
again the guests set oht -for 'Qtftiirfci tbwii, %iik*^;Hh -the 
Butler and De tBttrgesis¥acle ? fibgt^Ifer. 

They r had riovv ^^n'toi^h^fr^fe ^trfe ^fdf^e^t WriitJh in- 
tervened between ■feilkehhy ^htl %6iiMt bi^h^ff e fte'Jt ? r% 3 
of the sun still \UgHHi\ ; cm ftb 'hdr^dh^ilH^nc^^h'ey 
had gone Imlf w&y "thrdi^h iffe .^ce^i, ^]^h TO^ehjy 
there was a >udfHi%\^tii<5^^H F b/b^lidh^ A ^Hfi^h -%rr6\v 
whistling amorigthelh,^e^^f^ ilh%f^%l; ^dllffilfct 
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the shrieks of ibe wdhien^ri^^^ec^a^id: „ 

the gallant young ^ridegrbdhi WIl ^M\h kih %b*fcfe ift! 
less corpse. 

: There was a^etle^ljdry'b^f % fee^b l n,'teis"b1i^^^^ 
'beset I' 1 The rib'ise ^f '^he ^frihgtn% 'bf ^f6^ilifrw\ %q 
vvhissing df bblts, 'aha 1 ? ((fe *cfei%: WWiifa, H'iSv % WHlle 
drbWriM^the shri&s df 'fce Wihihi; %lft ^mtifefrst 
panic had subsided, all eyes" were turned on Catherine. 
She stood gazing on the corpse, but no tear flowed from 
her dark eye, arid no ^buhd escaped Trbrn ; her cdmp'ressiftS 
lips. Her brother i0err'r:y, a Mtte youth of fifteen, iititik 
with his arms rouhB^ier* : 

"Oh, Catherine; ^DaitheririeT" ; sajd h^, <( why So jygu 
not speak— why do ybu'not cry=? Oh, Catherine, doiiot 
Ibbkso wiidryi" .■■' ;.J : 5'-;" ;.; ;.:" ■■■,.'" .', ,." ; 

41 Henry,** said she, "Tdr ^Jhaine; those tears ^befiorrfe 
yon not. Remember that .you now wear a sword—re- 
venje, ■first— ithen ^e Mil 3^e : iiftie-'fcfrito.- By lord 
of ^©rnibntle, kiiicl all yb U -rioble: With \Vb6 f Have dbri^ %• 




sttnorig 6he ?t^es»iju^t ;; Bs iS ihHt ^tla ! l ; Wbw"w1iissed -piast »'. 
^Theh, '1 ^ear, la&y, this ^sWrH will 'never find its 
sheath, uritil bis body whangs ^n^tbtk^b^^fe't^en (lead 
'ftliliv^. ^1 did not ^hink to f btnl[»'ell »ii?iifttfr^ttfe*o 
'ffiis,- , J Come, 'my |a1knt cdiripad^s, ^tei% *i» : a ! htif ^ilh 
tears "in her eyfe, who. will smiiU^^M^WiW^ ^iti'^ 
fyefBurgess, cohiel^^ 

De Bnrges9,|imain with tbe!Ei%^^^^^lifc 
you, followed bf Grace, 'stay ^mJ-cttrBii^JJ^'f^^ Uf 
btlfe ^vStpWir us Wo will shdiit, f( mtiiUr i&db—^to Hlie 
^e^ife'l*-: " "*ti|- -noVfeward, ^T^nstoe^cMitte-^teh 
M6 ? ttte : %^t.^fl. : " ■ ■ .^ri'd : i^ith ^h#ikfi : ot "'r^^r^ieMteWfele 

- The:*Jb¥% iiatberitie ■'heut^^ftfe.^i 

mn% i$& W'H^r t|k8W::it8b-*urro#feti«it .. 

hu-t ^be«fe : ;; Um$ ■'. ^, Itbt .&&■ ^rv,' ¥|«S .% titi$* 
teHr. ' ■■BIie:ild®#^h|) ■■afilgfig'fli, ^ha'^ffi^^S^ltefe 1 ' 
|lfe,^.^t.^S!^ ■ : .' n, ^hv ftenry, ; ?fieri^,^|.Mt ; tfc 
Gti ritweh know you, he will take thy iit'el *<3"h, Ormon de, 

fay tjry sword protect bim'.".. The manly figure of De 
tirgeVs, "who stood by with folded ai^ns.his head sunk <m 






